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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 10 August 2004 . 
2a)CD This action is FINAL. 2b)[3 This action is non-final. 

3) CD Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) 1-30 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) E3 Claim(s) 2-6 and 15-18 is/are allowed. 

6) ia Claim(s) 1.7-9. 13-14, 19-23. 26-27 and 29-30 is/are rejected. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
Invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1, 7-8, 13-14, 19-23, 26 and 29-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Bridson(6,359,270) in view of Norwood(5,063,600). 

Bridson disclose an apparatus module(12) for inputting and displaying data for a 
household appliance such as a microwave or a freezer(column 3, lines 24-48). The 
module(12) is attached to the outer surface of the appliance and it comprises a 
touchscreen(column 10, lines 49-65), a memory means(25,28) and a control 
means(29,36) for storing and controlling of input data on the touch screen. Bridson 
substantially shows all the features of the claim 1 except for the "touch screen being 
configured to receive image data written or drawn on the touchscreen by a user"(i.e., 
freely writing or drawing on the touch screen as opposed to point and select type touch 
panel). However, Norwood is cited to show that the concept of utilizing a touch input 
information management system configured to receive image data written or drawn on a 
touchscreen by a user is old(see abstract and column 7, lines 10-40). Thus, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the system of Bridson with 
the above noted teaching of Norwood such that the touchscreen(20) of Bridson would 
also be able to receive image data written or drawn on it by a user because both 
references are related to data management for a touch input device. 
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In claims 7-8 and 20-23, 26-27 and 29-30 relative to the limitations 
"schedule management function utilizing a calendar for reminding a user of a specific 
event on a particular date", such is shown to be old by the calendar and scheduling 
feature of Norwood(column 16, lines 12-29; column 20, lines 10-61 and figure 16). 
Thus, it would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the art to modify the system of 
Bridson with the noted teaching of Norwood such that when a schedule management 
function is touched a calendar is displayed for entering information on a specific date 
region so as to remind a user of a specific event because Bridson also shows the 
desirability for using a calendar and scheduling feature in his system(see column 22, 
lines 7-28). 

In claim 13, relative to the limitation "deleting image data from the mamory", such 
is shown to be old by delete or editing function of the portable personal comuter of 
Norwood(see figure 10 and column 28, lines 14-25). 

3. Claims 9 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bridson and Norwood as applied to claims 7 and 21 above, and further in view of McGill 
et al(Us 2002001 6734A1). 

Bridson and Norwood are discussed above. McGill et al is cited to show that 
concept of utilizing a calendar and schedule function having a repetition cycle feature in 
an integrated household management system is old(paragraphs 42-55). Thus, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to apply the noted teaching of 
McGill et al to the modified system of Bridson such that to provide a repetition cycle 
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feature so that a designated event would happen on a daily, weekly, monthly or yearly 
basis because Bridson also use a calendar and schedule function in his system and 
further because the repetition cycle reminder is a standard feature in any calendar and 
scheduling management devices. As to the limitation "determining whether a date on a 
schedule depends on a solar calendar or a lunar calendar", such is a matter of design 
choice because a lunar calendar or a solar calendar is still a calendar and it is a matter 
of software designation to specify the type of the calendar which is a simple design 
choice which would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art. 
4. Applicant's arguments filed August 10, 2004 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. Applicant in his remarks, at page 12, has argued that "Bridson does 
not disclose or suggest the touch screen is able to receive image data written or drawn 
on the touch screen nor a controller or memory device configured to store the image 
data other than the icons and the selection buttons displayed". In response thereto, it 
must be pointed out that such features, as pointed out above, are taught by the portable 
pocket size handwritten touch panel computer of Norwood which has a CPU and the 
necessary memories and controller(see figure 1B and Column 27, lines 15-34). 

At page 15, lines 12-18, Applicant has argued that "Norwood does not disclose 
or suggest that the screen tablet 18 and its computer support system could be 
combined into a single display unit which could be reasonably mounted on a surface of 
a domestic appliance, and with a memory device and controller provided within the 
display unit. Rather, these functions necessitate the support of the separate computer 
21 and associated cables 19 and 23". In response thereto again it must be pointed out 
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that the second embodiment of Norwood as shown in figure 1 B is a portable pocket size 
handwritten touch panel computer in which the computer and the touch panel are 
combined together which could be place or attached to any place. Thus, one of ordinary 
skill in the art of touch panel would be able to replace the communication module 12 
and its touch panel of Bridson by the composite touch panel and display of Norwood 
without undue experimentation since they are alternative equivalent of each other. 

5. Claims 2-6 andl 5-1 8 allowed. 

6. Claims 10-12, 24 and 27-28 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

7. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within * 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mike Fatahiyar whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
6911. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Hjerpe, can be reached at (703) 305-4709. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9314 (for Technology Center 2600 only) 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal Drive, Arlington, VA, 
Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should be 
directed to the Technology Center 2600 Customer Service Office whose telephone number is (703) 



306-0377. 



January 8, 2005 



M. Fatahiyar 
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